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1. OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

1. The first meeting of the Working Party Tagging Data Analysis (WPTDA) was opened on 30 June 2008 in 

Victoria, Seychelles, by the Chairperson Dr Alain Fonteneau. 

2. Dr Fonteneau welcomed the participants (Appendix I) and the agenda for the Meeting was adopted as 

presented in Appendix II. 

3. The list of documents presented to the meeting is given in Appendix III. 

2. STATUS OF THE INDIAN  OCEAN TAGGING PROGRA MME  

4. The WP was provided with a detailed description of the results and the status of the Regional Tuna Tagging 

Project ï Indian Ocean RTTP-IO. In addition, experts that have been involved with major programmes in other 

oceans also made presentations to provide the WP with a comprehensive introduction into tagging programmes 

world-wide. 

The Regional Tuna Tagging Programme ï Indian Ocean 

5. Document IOTC-2008-WPTD-10 described the status of the RTTP-IO. The project started in February 2005 

and its first phase, the tagging operations, ended on September 2007.  The numbers of fish tagged were outstanding 

as 168,163 tuna were tagged including 54,663 yellowfin, 34,570 bigeye and 78,324 skipjack (Figure 1). Double 

tagging to derive tag shedding rates was performed on 16.6% of the fish. 3.5 % of the fish were OTC-marked for 

later growth studies. Most of the tagging took place off Tanzania (Figure 2) as this area turned out to be a ñTuna 

hubò that was very conducive to tagging. 

6. More than 24,500 fish have been recovered to-date (Figure 1), this equates to around 14% of the total fish 

tagged and more recoveries are expected. Recoveries for the three species are characterized by (1) a wide 

distribution of time-at-liberty (Figures 3 and 4); (2) a wide geographical distribution all over the purse seine fishing 

grounds and beyond including in the Eastern Indian Ocean; (3) long distances travelled especially for SKJ and 

YFT (Figure 5); (4) the overwhelming importance of purse seine recoveries (Figure 2); and (5) the importance of 

the Associated School Fishing Technique (i.e. maintaining an association between a tuna school and the bait boat 

over time) that enabled greater numbers of fish to be tagged and subsequently be available for recapture. 

7. Overall the RTTP-IO achievements in tagging and recovery are making it the most successful large-scale tuna 

tagging project ever implemented. 

  

 

Figure 1.  Species composition of (a) tagged tuna and (b) recoveries to-date and (c) recovery rates by species.  From Document IOTC-2008-

WPTDA-10 

Small-scale tagging operations in the Indian Ocean 

8. IOTC-2008-WPTDA-PRES02 described the status of the small-scale tagging operations developed by the 

IOTC since 2004 with funds from a range of agencies. The most recent activities have taken place in Lakshadweep 

and Andaman Islands (India), in Indonesia and Maldives (where tagging is ongoing). Some tagging is also 

undertaken in collaboration with sport fishing clubs in South Africa. The Indonesian work has been limited by 

environmental factors. The first operations in Maldives and Lakshadweep were very successful but the subsequent 
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Andaman tagging and the second operation in Maldives, while ongoing, have been limited as tuna abundance has 

been low.  The WP noted that funds from the Japanese Government are still available, and recommended 

that further pop -up tagging continue in Maldives (2 popup tags have already been deployed). 
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Figure 2.  Locations where (a) tagging took place and (b) recoveries were 

made and (c) the location of fishing by the purse seine fleet on FADs �± 
the fleet from which most recoveries were made.  The maps depict the 

western Indian Ocean with the coastline of Africa in blue.  Yellow circles 

represet yellowfin, blue represents bigeye and red represents skipjack.  

The diameter of the circles represent the following:  (a) 5000 fish (b) 400 

fish (c) 3000 t of catch.  From Document IOTC-2008-WPTDA-10 

 

 

 

Figure 3.  Time at liberty travelled for tagged fish fish.   Y-axis represents numbers of fish.  From Document IOTC-2008-WPTDA-10 


